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Two years ago we introduced the Cornerstones 
Curriculum. This is a creative approach to learning 
built on the criteria for an outstanding curriculum. It 
ensures that your children learn in the most creative 
way and are involved in what they are learning. 
Cornerstones is based on the Four Cornerstones of 
Learning: Engage, Develop, Innovate and Express. 
These Cornerstones provide a consistent philosophy 
for learning throughout school.
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What do the Four Cornerstones look like?
During the Engage stage children will :-
• have memorable first-hand experiences - for example 
going on a visit outside the classroom or inviting a 
specialist visitor into the classroom
• have WOW experiences - Investigate and Discover
• be introduced in exciting ways to the new topic or theme
• begin initial research and set enquiry questions
• have lots of opportunity to make observations
• develop spoken language skills
• take part in sensory activities
• have a great deal of fun, allowing them to fully 'engage' 
with their new topic
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During the Develop stage children will :-
• dig much deeper to develop their skills, knowledge and 
understanding of a topic across the curriculum
• practise their newfound skills
• compose, make, do, build, investigate, explore, write for 
different purposes, read across the curriculum
• research their own questions and those posed by others
• follow new pathways of enquiry based on their own 
interests
• complete homework activities that support their learning 
in school
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During the Innovate stage children will :-
• apply previous skills, knowledge and understanding in real 
life contexts
• be challenged with real or imagined problems and 
situations to solve using knowledge and skills from the 
earlier stages
• be inspired with imaginative and creative opportunities 
• have time to re-visit skills, knowledge and understanding 
not grasped during the develop stage
• have the opportunity to take on different roles
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During the Express stage children will :-
• become the performers, the experts, the informers
• share their achievements with others in many different 
ways (parents, class mates and the community)
• evaluate finished products/processes
• tie learning back to the beginning
• celebrate their achievements

Cornerstones Curriculum is based on the National Curriculum and brings learning 
together in new and exciting ways. Each project combines different strands of 
learning so that children learn more holistically and start to challenge themselves 
and learn problem solving skills as they create truly fantastic learning 
opportunities.
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At the start of each term you will receive a parents information 
booklet which will give you an overview of the two cornerstones topics 
being covered that term. It will tell you about possible trips and what 
the children will be learning. 
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Here is a brief overview of the topics we will be 
covering for each year group.
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EYFS - New Curriculum
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Term Topic Trip/Visitors

Autumn 1 Do you want to be 
friends?

Settling into Reception

Autumn 2 Why do squirrels hide 
their nuts?

Autumn activities with 
parents 

Spring 1 Will you read me a 
story?

Dress up as book 
character

Spring 2 Do cows drink milk? Food tasting 
experience

Summer 1 Are we there yet? Fire engine and KIT 
car visit

Summer 2 Who lives in a rock 
pool?

Ice cream day/ Sea 
life Centre 
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Year 1 - New Curriculum
Term Topic Possible Trip/Visitors

Autumn 1
Superheroes

Dressing as a superhero

Autumn 2 
Rio de Vida

Food tasting

Spring 1 
Moon Zoom

Aliens from space have 
been in our playground!

Spring 2 
Dinosaur Planet

Virtual tour of Natural 
History Museum and making 

dinosaur eggs

Summer 1
Paws, Claws and Whiskers

Pets visit 

Summer 2 The Enchanted Woodland Fairy door hunting in school
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Year 2 - New Curriculum
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Term Topic Possible Trip/Visitors

Autumn 1 Land Ahoy! Maldon Park 

Autumn 2 Beat, Band, Boogie! Rap artist visiting 
school/ disco 

Spring 1 Street Detectives Walk around 
Corringham

Spring 2 Towers, Tunnels and 
Turrets

Leed’s castle

Summer 1 Wiggle and Crawl Wat Tyler Park 

Summer 2 Bounce! Bounce experience day!
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Year 3 - New Curriculum
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Term Topic Possible Trip/Visitors

Autumn 1 Mighty Metals Hardie Park

Autumn 2 Tribal Tales Hadleigh Park

Spring 1 Tremors Classroom earthquake!

Spring 2 Gods and Mortals Being a god/goddess 
for the day

Summer 1 Scrumdiddlyumptious Voujon and Morrisons

Summer 2 Predator Animal man – birds of 
prey and predators
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Year 4 - New Curriculum
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Term Topic Possible Trip/Visitors

Autumn 1 Road Trip American diner 
experience 

Autumn 2 Blue Abyss Sea life Centre 

Spring 1 Playlist Disco in school 

Spring 2 I am Warrior! Making Roman poo!

Summer 1 Traders and Raiders Viking man

Summer 2 Misty Mountain 
Sierra

Mrs. Livingstone shares 
experiences of climbing 

mountains!
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Year 5 - New Curriculum
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Term Topic Possible Trip/Visitors

Autumn 1 Pharaohs Dressing up as 
Pharaohs

Autumn 2 Stargazers Mobile Planetarium 

Spring 1 Time Travellers Afternoon tea with
grandparents 

Spring 2 Allotment Hyde Hall

Summer 1 Beast Creators Mini beast hunt in 
school

Summer 2 Scream Machine Adventure Island 
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Year 6 - New Curriculum
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Term Topic Possible Trip/Visitors

Autumn 1 Blood Heart Dissection of a heart!

Autumn 2 Frozen Kingdom Orienteering in school

Spring 1 A Child’s War Air Raid training and 
Anderson shelter making

Spring 2 Hola Mexico Piñata 

Summer 1 Gallery Rebels Being artists 

Summer 2 Tomorrow’s World Web developing with 
ICT expert
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Here is what the Cornerstones Curriculum looks 
like at ABP. We feel that the children are fully 

engaged and excited about their learning as these 
pictures clearly indicate.
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As well as our exciting Cornerstones Curriculum, 
your children are very lucky to come to a school 

where our focus goes beyond just academic 
achievements to building well rounded citizens of 

the future. Here are just a few photos of the 
extra opportunities experienced by the children 

of ABP.
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Please complete the evaluation form (double 
sided). These are important in ensuring that our 
Parent Workshops are helpful and worthwhile.
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